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Reference Citation 

To avoid charges of plagiarism, acknowledge how others contributed by citing the work 

of others ideas, theories, or researches that influenced your work.  

 

Basic Styles of Citation 

When quoting, always provide the author surname and year in the text. Generally, there 

are two types of citations in the text. Place only the date within parentheses; and place both 

author (s) and date (s) within parentheses. 

 

Examples: 

One work by 1 author 

Recently Baxter (2009) found that… 

A recent study showed that... (Baxter, 2009) 

 

One work by 2 authors: use “and” or “&” to link up with 2 authors  

Recently Baxter and Luis (2009) found that… 

A recent study showed ... (Baxter & Luis, 2009) 

 

One work by 3-5 authors: subsequent citations are different from the citation when first 

appears in the text. In all citations after the first, use the first author’s surname followed by 

et al. (no italics; and a period after al) 

When only date within parentheses: 

First citation: Lassen, Zappula, Rosen, and Rock (1994) found that… 

Subsequent citations: Lassen et al. (1994) also found that… 

Date and author within parentheses: 

First citation: A recent study... (Lassen, Zappula, Rosen, & Rock, 1994) 

Subsequent citations: the study also showed...(Lassen et al., 1994) 

 

One work by 6 or more authors: use the first author’s surname in all citations. 

First and Subsequent citations: Recently Walker et al. (2002) found that… 

First and Subsequent citations: In a recent study…(Walker et al., 2002) 

 

Works with no author: cite in the text the first few words of the title and the year. Use 

double quotation marks around the title of an article.  

On free care (“Study Finds,” 2007) 

 

Two or more works: Cite all works within the same parentheses in alphabetical order by 

the first author’s surname. Use semicolons between the works. 

Several studies …(Lewis, Walker, & Rock, 2002; Miller, 2006) 
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Two or more works by the same authors: don’t repeat name; order it by year. If works by 

the same author at the same year, add suffixes a, b, c and so forth after the year to identify 

different works, the suffix will also appear in the reference list.  

Different in year (s): Past researches …(Roger, 2005, 2007) 

At the same year (s): Several researches …(Roger, 2005a, 2005b) 

 

Authors with the same surname: include also the first author’s initials in all text citations 

to avoid confusion, even if the year of publication differs. 

Among studied, we review J. C. Roger (2009) and M. Roger (2005)… 

 

Groups (no abbreviation):  

The report from Education and Youth Affairs Bureau (2010)… 

A recent study…(Education and Youth Affairs Bureau, 2010) 

 

Groups (with abbreviation): the names of some group authors (if the name is long and 

cumbersome) are full form in the first citation and abbreviated thereafter.  

When only date within parentheses: 

First citation: Kiang Wu Nursing College (KWNC, 2008) found that… 

Subsequent citations: KWNC (2008) found that… 

Date and author within parentheses: 

First citation: A study showed…(Kiang Wu Nursing College [KWNC], 2008) 

Subsequent citations: The study found… (KWNC, 2008) 

 

Direct quotation of others’ work: When fewer than 40 words, integrate it into text and 

enclose the quotation with double quotation marks, and cite page (s). For quotation 

comprises more than 40 words, refer to Publication manual of the American Psychological 

Association (6th ed.) on P.171 

“Epidemiology is the study of how disease is distributed in populations and the factors 

that influence or determine this distribution” (Gordis, 2009, p.3). 

 

Secondary sources: when the original work is out of print or not available in English.   

Smith found that folic acid… (as cited in Chow, 2005). 

 

Personal communication: may be private letter, memos, casual forum, e-mail, personal 

interviews, telephone conversations, and the like. Personal communications are not included 

in the reference list; cite it only in the text. Give the initials as well as the surname of the 

communicator, and provide as exact a date as possible.  

K.M. Leong (personal communication, June 22, 2010) said that… 

(K.M. Leong, personal communication, September 15, 2009) 
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Reference List Format 

The reference sections should begin on a new page and be placed at the end of a journal 

article. This section provides the information necessary to identify and retrieve each source of 

reference. Choose references judiciously and include only the sources that you use in the 

research and cite in the text.  

 

Basic Formats of Reference List 

APA requires that the reference list be double-line spaced and each entry is in a hanging 

indent format (4 letters), meaning that the first line of each reference is set flush left and 

subsequent lines are indented. Each entry usually contains: author’s surname followed by 

initials of given names, year of publication, title, publishing data and other information—all 

the information necessary for unique identification and library search. Here is a journal 

reference format example: 

Author, A. A., Author, B., & Author, C. C. (year). Title of article. Title of Periodical, volume 

(issue), pp-pp. doi:10.xxxxxxx 

  

1. Authors 

(1) Use commas to separate authors, to separate surnames and initials; with 2 to 7 

authors, use an ampersand (&) before the last author. 

(2) Include all authors’ names up to seven authors. When more than 7 authors, include 

only the first 6 authors’ name, then insert three ellipsis points (…), and add the last 

author’s name. 

 

2. Publication date 

(1) Give the year of work in parentheses (for unpublished works, give the year the 

work was produced) and a period after the closing parenthesis.  

(2) For articles that have been accepted for publication but that have not yet been 

published, write in press in parentheses instead of the year.  

(3) If no date is available, write n.d. in parentheses. 

 

3. Title 

(1) Journals, newspaper, magazines. Give the periodical title in full and italicize the 

name of the periodical. 

(2) Books, reports and chapter title. Capitalize only the first word of the title and of the 

subtitle.  

(3) Finish the element with a period.  
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4. Publishing Data 

(1) Periodicals—Journals, newsletter, magazines. Give the volume number after the 

periodical title; italicize it. Include also the journal issue number (if available) 

along with the volume number if the journal is paginated separately by issue. Give 

the issue number in parentheses after volume number; do not italicize it. Finish the 

element with a period. 

 

(2) Nonperiodicals—Books and reports. Give the location (if the publisher is in the 

United States (U.S.), give city and state or, if outside of the U. S., give city and 

country names) where the publisher is located as well as the name of publisher.  

 

5. Electronic Sources and Locator Information 

We recommend that you include as much electronic sources (uniform resource locators 

[URLs] and digital object identifiers [DOIs]) as needed you retrieved from internet on the 

reference list.  

(1) URL— The URL is used to map digital information on the Internet. 

 

(2) The DOI System—Developed by a group of international publishers, the DOI 

System provides a means of persistent identification for managing information on 

digital networks (see http://www.doi.org/). 

 

6. Order of References on the Reference List  

(1) Arrange entries in alphabetical order by the surname of the first author, after 

Chinese references (吳和堂，2010). 

(2) Alphabetize letter by letter. When alphabetizing surnames, remember that “nothing 

precedes something” : Jon, L., precedes Jonathan, G..  

(3) The first author with the same surname but different initial, arrange works by 

different authors with the same alphabetically by first initial. 

(4) One-author entries by the same author are arranged by year of publication. 

(5) Same author with the same publication date are arranged alphabetically by title. 

Place a, b, c and so forth after the year, within the parentheses. 
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Reference Examples 

1. Periodicals: Include journals, magazines, and newspapers: 

Author, A. A., Author, B., & Author, C. C. (year). Title of article. Title of Periodical, volume 

(issue), pp-pp. doi:10.xxxxxxx 

 

2-7 authors with DOI.  

Luk, A. L., Chan, B. P. S., Cheong, S. W., & Ko, S. K. K. (2009). An exploration of 

the burnout situation on teachers in two schools in Macau. Social Indicators 

Research, 95(3), 489-502. doi: 10.1007/s11205-009-9533-7 

 

8 or 8 more authors with DOI: If there is no DOI assigned and you retrieved the 

article electronically, give the URL of the journal home page. 

Wolchik, S. A., West, S. G., Sandler, I. N., Tein, J. Y., Coatsworth, D., Lengua, L., ... 

Griffin, W. A. (2000). An experimental evaluation of theory-based mother and 

mother-child programs for children of divorce. Journal of Consulting and 

Clinical Psychology, 68(5), 843-856. doi: 10.1037/0022-006X.68.5.843 

 

Journal article with DOI, advance online publication 

Von Ledebur, S. C. (2007). Optimizing knowledge transfer by new employees in 

companies. Knowledge Management Research & Practice. Advance online 

publication. doi:10.1057/palgrave.kmrp.8500141 

 

In-press article without doi. (URL should be included) 

Briscoe, R. (in press). Egocentric spatial representation in action and perception. 

Philosophy and Phenomenological Research. Retrieved from 

http://cogprints.org/5780/1/ECSRAP.F07.pdf 

http://cogprints.org/5780/1/ECSRAP.F07.pdf
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Newspaper: give the exact date of the news report.  

Chen, X., & Rui, G. (2010, July 13). Police bust fake medicine ring. China daily 

(Hong Kong edition), p. Nation 4. 

 

2. Entire Books: 

Author, A. A.(year). Title of work. Location: Publisher. 

Author, A. A. (year). Title of work. Retrieved from http://www.xxxxx 

Author, A. A.(year). Title of work. doi:xxxxxx 

Editor, A. A. (Ed.). (year). Title of work. Location: Publisher. 

 

Entire Books: when the author and publisher are the same, use the word Author as the 

name of the publisher. 

Polit, D., Beck, C., & Hungler, B. (2001). Essentials of nursing research: Methods, 

appraisal, and utilization (5th ed.). Philadelphia, PA: Lippincott. 

 

3. For a chapter in a book or entry in a reference book: 

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (year). Title of chapter or entry. In Editor A., Editor B., & 

Editor C. (Eds.), Title of book (pp. xxx-xxx). Location: Publisher. 

 

Chapter in a Book  

Munro, B. (2005). Path analysis. In A. Norris (Ed.), Statistical methods for health care 

research (5th ed.) (pp. 377-403). Philadelphia, PA: Lippincott Williams & 

Wilkins. 

 

Book chapter, English translation, reprinted from another source  

Piaget, J. (1988). Extracts from Piaget’s theory (G. Gellerier & J. Langer, Trans.). In 

K. Richardson & S. Sheldon (Eds.), Cognitive development to adolescence: A 

reader (pp. 3-18). Hillsdale, NJ: Erlbaum. (Reprinted from Manual of child 

psychology, pp. 703-732, by P. H. Mussen, Ed., 1970, New York, NY: Wiley) 

http://www.xxxxx/
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4. Technical and Research Reports: (government report or corporate, etc.) 

Author, A.A. (year). Title of work (Report No. xxx). Location: Publisher.  

Government report 

National Institute of Mental Health. (1990). Clinical training in serious mental illness 

(DHHS Publication No. ADM 90-1679). Washington, DC: U.S. Government 

Printing Office.  

 

Corporate author, task force report filed online 

American Psychological Association, Task Force on the Sexualization of Girls. 

(2007). Report of the APA Task Force on the Sexualization of Girls. Retrieved 

from http://www.apa.org/pi/wpo/sexualization.html 

 

5. Meetings and Symposia (Paper presentation or poster session):  

 

Presenter, A. A. (Year, Month). Title of paper or poster. Paper or poster session presented at 

the meeting of Organization Name, Location.  

Paper presented at a meeting 

Lanktree, C., & Briere, J. (1991, January). Early data on the Trauma Symptom 

Checklist for Children (TSC-C). Paper presented at the meeting of the American 

Professional Society on the Abuse or Children, San Diego, CA. 

 

6. Doctoral Dissertation and Master’s Theses: Available from a database service. 

Author, A. A. (year). Title of doctoral dissertation or master’s thesis (Doctoral dissertation or 

master’s thesis). Retrieved from Name of database. (Accession or Order No.) 

Master’s Thesis, from a commercial database 

McNiel, D. S. (2006). Meaning through narrative: A personal narrative discussing 

growing up with an alcoholic mother (Master’s thesis). Available from ProQuest 

Dissertations and Theses database. (UMI No. 1434728) 
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Doctoral dissertation, unpublished dissertation from the web 

Bruckman, A. (1997). MOOSE Crossing: Construction, community, and learning in a 

networked virtual world for kids (Doctoral dissertation, Massachusette Institute 

of Technology). Retrieved from http://www-static.cc.gatech.edu/~asb/thesis/ 

 

7. Data Sets 

 

Data Sets 

Pew Hispanic Center. (2008). 2007 Hispanic healthcare survey [Data file and code 

book]. Retrieved from http://pewhispanic.org/datasets/ 

 

8. Video and other online communities 

Video 

American Psychological Association (Producer). (2000). Responding therapeutically 

to patient expressions of sexual attraction [DVD].  

 

Blog post: reply to the post 

Liz Borkowski (2010, July 15). Occupational health news roundup [Web log post]. 

Retrieved from 

http://scienceblogs.com/thepumphandle/2010/07/occupational_health_news_rou

nd_6.php 

 

Web site: no author, no date of publication. use retrieval date only because the web 

address might change,  

Research Initiatives. (n.d.). Retrieved July 20, 2010, from MIT, Comparative Media 

Studies website, http://cms.mit.edu/research/index.php 
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